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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Pickerington, Ohio

By Paul Caravano

Are you interested in joining a unique and fun choir?  Then how 
about considering joining one of our Handbell Choirs?  Have 
you heard our handbell choir or another handbell choir and 
thought - ªWow - that seems really cool!º  Well, we have Youth 
and Adult Handbell choirs at Seton.  (Our Youth Handbell choir 
is very, very much in need of additional ringers!)

The Adult choir is for those over 18 and the youth choir is open 
to youth from middle school and up to age 18.  You do not need 
to be a parishioner to join our choirs.  A reasonable understand-
ing of music, speci® cally note values (eighth, quarter, half, 
whole notes, etc.), timing, meter and key signatures are the ma-
jor skills needed to ring.

Why a handbell choir and what makes it so unique?  Well - it's 
perhaps the only instrument that requires anywhere from eight 
to fourteen people to play.  Think of it as a musical ªteam sportº!

Unlike a piano,  ̄ute, guitar or pretty much any other instrument 
where the musician has all the notes to play (up to 88 keys for 
a piano), each handbell ringer musician only plays two notes in 
the musical score!  The number of ringers needed depends on 
how many octaves of handbells the music is written for.

At Seton, we are fortunate to have 4 octaves of handbells as well 
as 4 octaves of hand chimes.  
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This means that - including the sharps and  ̄ats - there are forty-
nine handbells and forty-nine hand chimes!  Hand chimes are 
very similar to a tuning fork and have a very different and mel-
low sound.  The music occasionally calls for chimes instead of 
bells and the chimes add a very unique sound to the music.

And, if you are worried about what you need to buy to ring our 
hand bells or chimes - well, virtually nothing!  No purchase nec-
essary!  (Well - almost none)  After all, you can't ring 49 bells 
or chimes -  so you only need to come and use ours!  All that is 
needed are handbell gloves ($5 each for white and black) and 
to have one of our Seton Youth Ringer shirts ($25) for when we 
ring at mass.

We would love to add to our Youth Choir, and we still have a 
place or two in our Adult Choir.  So - please give us a call or 
send us an e-mail.

Got your curiosity yet?  
Then please call Pandora at 614-833-0482 ext. 240 or e-mail 
Pandora at pporcase@setonparish.com

 

The 2010 ± 2011 Youth Handbell Choir
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It's been 14 years ± 14 Christmases without Mom.  The holidays are typically a happy festive time, but for some it is a 
sad time.  I remember the ® rst year without Mom.  I was 26 years old and expecting our ® rst child.  What would normally 
be a very thrilling time, left me feeling confused and lost.  

My mother loved Christmas. We would drag out the Christmas decorations earlier and earlier every year.  She was like 
an elf during the holidays.  She loved the ªsneaking aroundº and trying to surprise my sister and me.  We would laugh 
after all the presents were opened and she realized she forgot to wrap something that was hidden in the back of her closet 
(where she thought we wouldn't ® nd it)!  

That ® rst Christmas was hard. I wanted to be happy for my new family, but every time I pulled out a decoration or saw 
something in the store that reminded me of Mom, I wanted to cry.  I found it challenging to express my feelings, and at 
times I didn't even want to have Christmas.  But we celebrated it anyway.  On the outside everything looked good, but on 
the inside I was a mess.  Sometimes I wondered how I could be so sad during the ªhappiest time of the year,º but I was.

The next Christmas we had an 8 month old.  He was crawling and getting into EVERYTHING!  You can imagine how 
fun that Christmas was!  But I was still a little sad to think Mom was missing out on it.  I knew she was watching over us, 
but it was still a bittersweet holiday.

I think it was the next Christmas that Santa brought Jacob a Matchbox race track that had to be put together and had 
stickers to be put all over it!  Like most parents, we went to Mass and then stayed up VERY late getting everything ready.  
And as most kids do, Jacob was up at the crack of dawn to see what Santa had left.  I remember in my sleepless stupor 
that Christmas day thinking, ªMy parents did this every year?  Were they nuts?º I think it was then I started seeing my 
mother in a different light.

Today we have 4 children ± each with their own personalities. Every time Jacob smiles, I see Mom's smile.  When Han-
nah scores a soccer goal, I think of how Mom loved to play sports.  When Rachel snuggles with me or gives me a hug 
when I am sad, I think of how sensitive Mom was.  And when Sarah Sue (who was named after my mother) has a temper 
 ̄are-up, I know Mom is laughing at me!

It has been 14 years now. I am not sure where along the road I lost all the sadness I had the ® rst year or so. It is like an 
over-packed truck that is losing its load a little along the way.  You drive along and you ® nd one thing and then another 
and then another until you catch the truck and realize it has nothing left on it.  I think Jesus is like that.  If you let him 
drive, you don't always know when or where, but eventually you look back and the heavy load is gone.  I know my heavy 
load is gone now.

My message this holiday season is this:  during the ªnormalº craziness of the holidays, remember the person who may be 
suffering from a loss this year.  Maybe your kindness will be the ® rst step in lightening their load.  Maybe your visit, kind 
word or even smile will begin to loosen those straps to their heavy load.
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Thursday - December 8
Festival of the

Immaculate Conception

Sunday - December 11
Knights of Columbus Pancake 

Breakfast with Santa

Wednesday - January 4
Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Wednesday - February 22
Ash Wednesday

Saturday - March 17
St. Patrick's Day (PAC)

Lightening the Load
                                                   By Robin Thompson 
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Nearly 3000 lives were lost in the attacks of 9/11.  We all mourned the tragic loss of life for many months, even 
years.  We still mourn.  We called for justice for the loss of all of those innocent lives.  

Every day in the United States 3,300 innocent lives are lost to abortion ± that is like a 9/11 everyday!  How do we 
mourn the loss of 1.2 million innocent babies per year?  How do we call for justice for this tragic loss of innocent 
lives?  We come together as a nation to peacefully protest the laws that allow this to happen by participating in the 
annual March For Life in Washington DC.

Seton Parish adults and youth will travel to Washington DC by chartered bus on January 22nd and January 23rd to 
take part in the March For Life and other activities surrounding it. We will leave Seton Parish on the morning of 
January 22nd, arriving at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in the late afternoon.  We will tour the beautiful 
Basilica and then attend the Vigil for Life Mass with hundreds of clergy and over 10,000 faithful.  That evening we 
check-in to our hotel and enjoy late night pizza. The next morning after breakfast we will attend the Youth Rally 
and Mass where over 28,000 youth will praise and worship God!  The March For Life begins at noon with hun-
dreds of thousands of marchers.  The March culminates at the Supreme Court Building to peacefully protest Roe v. 
Wade, that court's decision of 1973 that legalized abortion in the U.S.  Immediately after the March, we board our 
chartered bus for our return to Seton.

The cost of the 2-day, 1-night trip is $150, which includes transportation, hotel and breakfast.  Please join us in our 
call for justice for the more than 50 million innocent lives that have been taken since 1973!

Right to Life
By Tina Bowie

Catholics Returning Home is a parish-based program developed to support non-practicing 
Catholics in their return to the church. We meet weekly in the church for approximately six 
weeks depending upon the needs of those attending. Previous participants include people who 
have been away for many years as well as those who have been away for a lesser time.

Regardless of the reason for not practicing ones' faith, Catholics Returning Home may provide 
answers for the journey home. Seton's CRH program references the following resource mate-
rial as well as addressing any issues participants may have which are not included in this book.

1. http://www.catholicscomehome.org/
2. Inviting Catholics Home By Sally L. Mews published by Liguori

If you are interested in attending this program, call the Seton Parish of® ce at 614-833-0482 and 
a CRH team member will be in touch with you.
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Catholics Returning Home (CRH)
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Cranks Creek
Seton Parish has been helping the community of Cranks Creek, Kentucky, since 1997.  Don Miller 
(the shoe guy) has been a part of this ministry since then and has been helping to run the shoe drive 
since 2001.

This year Seton Parishioners donated approximately 1200 pairs of shoes!  After Mass on Saturday, 
October 8, the trucks were loaded.  On Sunday October 9, forty-nine SPY students and adults left for 
Kentucky.  After dinner and a prayer service Sunday night, everyone headed to the local schools on 
Monday morning to deliver the shoes.

All shoes were delivered by approximately 2:30 pm, and the group headed back to Pickerington.  Ac-
cording to Don, this was the best trip ever!  God bless you all for your hard work and donations.
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Have you ever told your teenager they should hang around positive, enthusiastic friends?  Have 
you ever wished your teenager would deepen their faith through positive role models and help 
with worthwhile charities?  Then you need to look into our SPY program!

SPY stands for Seton Parish Youth, and it is NOT just a religious education class to drop your 
teenager off at on Sunday nights.

Religious education is only 1/8 of the SPY program.  SPY's goals are to empower young 
people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today, to draw young people to respon-
sible participation in the life, mission and work of the Catholic faith community, and to foster 
the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.

Our SPY program strives to create a community for our young parishioners.  SPY is open to all 
of Seton's youth from 7th grade to high school graduation.  This includes students from ALL 
schools ± public, Catholic, and home-schooled.

Who wouldn't want to share a cup of coffee with Jesus?  Twice a month, SPY sponsors Java 
with Jesus at 5 Bean Coffee in Reynoldsburg.  It is a fun evening of coffee, socializing and faith 
open to high school and college students.

SPY also helps out with the shoe drive in Cranks Creek, Kentucky, as well as the Portsmouth 
Food Drive in December.  In the summer, some of our youth volunteer with the Gospel Road 
Mission.  All of these service projects show our teenagers a world they may not see here in 
Pickerington, Ohio.

While there are a lot of service projects our youth are involved in, there are also a lot of fun 
trips they can take to build their community.  In the summer there are white water rafting trips 
as well as an outing to Kings Island.

A key part to any Catholic's faith is attendance at Mass.  SPY has special Masses throughout 
the school year on Sunday nights where their own SPY band performs.  This is a great opportu-
nity for your high school band student to rock with other kids for Jesus!

There are also countless leadership opportunities as well as prayer and worship.  There are 
evangelical and advocacy occasions.  SPY youth have gone to Washington DC for the National 
Right to Life March.  There are SPY representatives on Seton's Pastoral Council and Liturgy 
Commission.

Who knew there was so much to SPY?  For more information about these programs or any of 
the many other opportunities contact the church of® ce or www.setonparishyouth.org

SPY 
Not Just Religious Education
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Interfaith Hospitality
Network

Seton Parish has been blessed for 12 years through our ministry with the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).  
IHN provides emergency shelter and critical services to help stabilize homeless families in Central Ohio. They 
are owned by the YWCA. Approximately 6 years ago, the YWCA built, with the help of many generous donors 
throughout Central Ohio, the YWCA Family Center at 900 Harvey Court in Columbus.  This shelter houses 50 
families. A family unit ± de® ned as at least one parent and one or more children ± is required to be accepted at 
the shelter. This is not for single men or women.

The shelter is divided into neighborhoods. Families have their own rooms and share bathrooms, living areas 
and laundry facilities in their respective neighborhoods. Because this is an emergency shelter, residents are not 
expected to stay long. Each family is assigned a family advocate who assists with housing, job counseling and 
services for children. Parents receive an education in economic development to increase their standard of liv-
ing. More than 70% of families ® nd housing within 25 days of entering the program.

Parents spend their days searching for jobs and housing while their children are cared for in their on-campus 
daycare center or are in school. School-age students are bused to their school of origin during their stay at the 
Family Center.

Every day of the year, IHN relies on volunteers to provide and serve 3 nutritious meals a day to the families.  
This is where Seton Parish shines. We host a dinner 6 times a year and serve a delicious meal with the help of 
many volunteers at Seton Parish. We serve chicken (purchased at GFS) and potatoes, corn, fruit, rolls, nutritious 
drinks, and cookies for dessert. The families love our dinners, and they always tell us it is the best meal they 
have had while at the shelter.  More than a delicious meal, our focus is to show the families that we love and 
care for them. This is demonstrated time and again as we visit with the families during the dinner. Sometimes 
we hold their babies while moms or dads eat, give their children special attention by playing with them or read-
ing to them in the library next to the dining area. And  sometimes we just listen to the mom or dad as they talk 
about their struggles. It is wonderful to see the children's faces light up when we pay special attention to them 
- it lights up our day too! Our Seton Parish volunteers so graciously make our hosting night a great evening for 
the families. The families are always so appreciative and thank us for the wonderful dinner.

We request monetary donations to pay for the chicken and are so fortunate to have 2 very dedicated cooks in 
Mary Sipes and Mary Jo Factor to prepare the chicken every time we host.  We rely on parishioners to donate 
the remainder of the menu. We end up with delicious potato casseroles, fruit salads, and mouth watering cook-
ies. We always need volunteers to help serve the dinner and drinks to the families as well. We do request other 
items that are always in demand at the shelter such as diapers, wipes, laundry detergent, etc. Approximately 3 
weeks prior to our hosting night, we display sign-up boards outside Bishop Herrmann Hall where we request 
that parishioners sign up to either prepare or donate an item or volunteer to help at the shelter. We leave Seton at 
5:00 pm on our hosting night and prepare to serve dinner at 6:00 pm. We are always happy to welcome anyone 
who would like to join us at the shelter for a heartwarming experience.

By Cindy Doyle and Joanne Butcher - Coordinators
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Dear Parishioners,

The feast of Christmas that is once again upon us gives us much to ponder. While we know the story of the birth of 
our Savior so well, we never tire of hearing it. As I reconnect with this story at this time of the year, I feel moved 
to re ̄ect upon all that it meant for Jesus to be born into a family like you and me. I begin by wondering, why were 
Mary and Joseph chosen to be the parents of God's only Son? Only God knew that Mary and Joseph were unlike 
any other of God's creation and must have been two very special people who had a very special relationship. Think 
of how Joseph did not divorce Mary when she was found to be with child.  That gives you some insight into the 
character of Joseph. And then consider Mary by reading her Magni® cat in the gospel of Luke as she speaks of her 
soul glorifying the Lord and God raising up the lowly. And if it was not for Mary, there would not have been a ® rst 
miracle at Cana. Where did Jesus get His moral character and ® ber? Where did His concern for the poor and the 
outcasts come from? Oh, you might say, He was God and it was all just ªplanted in Him.º But He was also human, 
and He had to learn in every way just like you and me. There is no doubt in my mind that He got His extraordinary 
outlook on life from His parents. They were His teachers.  

To all of our parents who are blessed with children, as Mary and Joseph were with Jesus, this Christmas remember 
that you play just as important a part in the faith of your child as Mary and Joseph did in Jesus' life. What a privi-
lege you have to be the bearer of the faith to your children.  As it says in our rite of Baptism ± ªParents, you are 
the ® rst teachers of your children in the ways of the faith.º May your Christmas gift to your child this year be to 
be the best teacher of the faith in the year ahead.  And may you be inspired by the example of Mary and Joseph to 
live your faith as they lived theirs. May you have a blessed celebration of this feast of Christmas that is upon us.

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Jim Klima


